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"God Calling" i

CHARACTERS

Andrew A man trying to play a video game.
Adrian A proselyte.

SETTING

At the door of Andrew's apartment.

TIME

Now.
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SCENES

ACT I

Scene 1 At the doorway Now

"Religion is like a pair of shoes. Find one that fits 
you, but don't make me wear your shoes."

-- George Carlin
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ACT I
SCENE 1

(LIGHTS UP. A couch is set on the 
STAGE, to a side. Beside the 
couch is small table, upon which 
rests a cordless phone and a 
plastic bottle containing a 
beverage of any sort. UPSTAGE, 
near CENTER is a door.)

(ANDREW, wearing jeans and a t-shirt, 
sits upon the couch, playing a game via 
a wireless controller. There is a knock 
on the door. Andrew pauses the game and 
answers the door. ADRIAN, wearing a 
short sleeve plaid shirt and shorts and 
wearing a backpack, stands there 
holding fliers.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Hey, man, I'm Adrian. I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. 
I'm just here to invite you to a play we're putting up.

ANDREW 
(mid-closing the door) 

Thanks, but I'm not interested. 
ADRIAN 

Hey man, it's free.
ANDREW 

(attempting to close the door again) 
I'm aware of that, and what your organization's about. 
I've seen your fliers around before. I'm not 
interested, thanks.

ADRIAN 
Hey bro. (with absolute conviction) Do you believe in 
Jesus, bro?

ANDREW 
Nope. Bye.
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(Andrew closes the door, begins to head 
back to the couch. The phone rings. 
Andrew does an about-face and opens the 
door.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Hey man, I'm Adrian, I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. 
We're having a free play tonight.

(He hands Andrew a flier.)

ANDREW 
Thanks.

ADRIAN 
What's your name, bro?

ANDREW 
Andrew.

ADRIAN 
Yo Andrew. You believe in Jesus, bro?

ANDREW 
Yep.

ADRIAN 
Oh cool, see you there.

(Andrew closes the door, crumples the 
flier, and tosses it OFFSTAGE.)

ANDREW 
(walking back to the couch) 

Not fucking likely.
(The phone rings again. Andrew returns 
to the door.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Hey man, I'm Adrian, I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. 
We're having a free play tonight. You believe in Jesus, 
bro?
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ANDREW 
Yes, I'm Catholic.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
No, I'm Buddhist.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
Yes, I'm LDS. What do you know of Joseph Smith?

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
No, I'm pagan. Are you familiar of the Mother Goddess?

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
Yes, though I'm Muslim, so not like you believe in him.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
No, I'm Jewish. Thanks though, have a good day...I hope 
you have a lot of...success; with the 
proselytizing...and whatnot.

(Andrew begins to close the door.)

ADRIAN 
You are? Hey bro, how come you don't believe in your 
Messiah, bro?

ANDREW 
Because he's not my Messiah. He's your Messiah.

ADRIAN 
No man, the Bible says straight out: he's the Messiah, 
dude. King of the Jews.

ANDREW 
No. Your Bible says he's the Messiah. Mine says no such 
thing.

ADRIAN 
Dude. There's only one Bible, bro.
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ANDREW 
Actually, if you want to get technical about it, 
there's billions of bibles. "Bible" means "book." 
That's why "library" in Latin-based languages is 
"biblioteca." But per the religious connotation, 
there's actually a great distinction between the 
Christian Bible and the Hebrew Bible. The Christian 
Bible includes what you'd refer to as "The New 
Testament" and the Hebrew does not.

ADRIAN 
Why not, bro?

ANDREW 
Because Jews don't consider it to be divinely written.

ADRIAN 
But you think the Old Testament is?

ANDREW 
(beat, a bit annoyed) 

Some denominations do. Some don't. There's quite a lot 
of different perspectives, just like in Christianity. 
(beat) Except without the Jesus part.

ADRIAN 
Oh. So how do you get saved, bro, without Jesus?

ANDREW 
Well...uh...Judaism doesn't really have a system of 
belief wherein, uh, one would need "salvation." We 
don't believe in "original sin."

ADRIAN 
But that's in the Old Testament.

ANDREW 
The Hebrew Bible.

ADRIAN 
Huh?

ANDREW 
The Hebrew Bible. The term "The Old Testament" is 
offensive, it denotes that our Bible's out-dated and 
needs a replacement.

ADRIAN 
Oh, sorry. Well, the story about Eve eating the apple, 
that's in that one, man.



"God Calling" I-5

ANDREW 
Well, our version doesn't define the fruit from the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil as an apple. 
That's actually, like, the one fruit our exegesis 
doesn't suggest it might be. But that's beside the 
point. Judaism doesn't believe in the concept implied 
in "original sin." Man and woman were both cursed; see, 
Adam actually ate from the fruit too; and kicked out of 
the garden but that was it. The curse continues in 
perpetuity in that we're not immortal and we have to 
work for our food and women cleave to their men and 
have to endure the pains of pregnancy and childbirth, 
but our souls were unaffected. Hence, we don't have a 
need to be "saved," as you put it. That is, of course, 
unless you take the Bible stories literally, which 
practically no denomination in Judaism does.

ADRIAN 
Whoa, dude. You, like, know a lot about the Bible, man.

ANDREW 
Yeah man, you, like, totally knocked on the wrong door. 
Now if you don't mind, I'd like to go back to my video 
game.

ADRIAN 
So, are you gonna come to the play or not bro? The 
pastor would love to talk to you...

(Andrew begins to close the door but the 
phone rings. He swings the door open 
completely.)

ADRIAN 
So you're fine with just going to Hell?

ANDREW 
Yep.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
Depends. Are we there right now?

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
(sighs) 

Jews don't believe in Hell.
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ADRIAN 
Yeah, you do. You guys call it Gehenna.

ANDREW 
Gehenim. We call is Gehenim. "Gehenna" is a 
Latinization of the word, although the very concept of 
"Hell" may actually have been introduced into Judaism 
through the Hellenist Movement, which is sort of ironic 
now that I think about it. You 
know..."Hell"..."Hellenist"? (beat) Forget it. Here's 
the thing: if I don't believe in Jesus how can it 
possibly be the same Hell as yours?

ADRIAN 
There are different Hells?

ANDREW 
Well, Judaic Hell has many levels, including one of 
ice, according to some traditions. But it's not eternal 
damnation, it has a maximum term of eleven months. And 
it isn't a punishment, it's more like a baptism, a 
purification.

ADRIAN 
So what happens afterward?

ANDREW 
There are varying opinions. Some think you go to 
Heaven, or Shamayim, afterward. Some think you get 
reincarnated. Others think you get a Hell then 
reincarnation, since only a small percentage of souls 
get into Heaven at all, considering most of us don't 
fulfill our missions. Still others think there is no 
Heaven, we just reincorporate into the Godhead.

ADRIAN 
Whoa. So what do you believe?

ANDREW 
That's a very good question.

(There's a pause. Andrew makes no sign 
at all of answering the question.)

ADRIAN 
It's kind of confusing, bro. It just leaves you asking 
more questions.
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ANDREW 
You don't know the half of it. Welcome to Judaism. Now, 
I could probably continue the lecture but I've got a 
video game running and it's not going to play itself. 
Good luck with the play.

ADRIAN 
Hey, thanks, bro.

(Andrew closes the door. He 
lackadaisically ambles over to the 
couch, drinks a few chugs of his drink, 
then continues the game. He plays very 
briefly before the phone rings. There 
is a knock on the door. Andrew pauses 
the game and opens the door.)

(Adrian is now dressed in a white short-
sleeve shirt with a black tie, black 
trousers, and wears a bike helmet.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Hi, I'm Adrian. Do you have a few minutes to talk about 
the Church of the Latter-Day Saints?

(Andrew slams the door in Adrian's face. 
The phone rings. Andrew opens the door 
again.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Hi, I'm Adrian. Do you have a few minutes to talk about 
the Church of the Latter-Day Saints?

ANDREW 
No, sorry: I couldn't even make it through a yawn 
without a cup of coffee in me.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
Sorry, no: I'm allergic to magic underwear.

(The phone rings.)



"God Calling" I-8

ANDREW 
No, sorry: I believe women should have equal rights to 
men.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
Sorry, no: my religion's got some wacky beliefs about 
the afterlife, but yours takes the cake.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
I'm kind of in the middle of something.

ADRIAN 
Oh, this won't take long. What do you know of Joseph 
Smith?

ANDREW 
(beat, incredulous) 

That I don't believe a word he had to say.
ADRIAN 

Oh, that's a shame. Do you go to church?
ANDREW 

(annoyed) 
No, I go to synagogue.

ADRIAN 
What's that? Is that the name of a church?

ANDREW 
(in disbelief) 

No, that's a Hebrew place of worship. You know, where 
Jesus would have gone to pray? I'm Jewish.

ADRIAN 
(shocked) 

You're a...you're a...you're a...
ANDREW 

Jew. Yes. (deadpan) Oogity boogity.
(Andrew slams the door shut, begins to 
walk away. The phone rings again. He 
turns and opens the door.)

(Adrian's lost the bike helmet, now 
wears a suit jacket and a yarmulke.)
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ADRIAN 
Hello. Are you Jewish?

ANDREW 
Uhm...uh, yes, actually.

ADRIAN 
Oh good. Buh-rukh dah-yin em-ess. Have you put on 
tefillin today?

ANDREW 
No, uh, not since I was, like, twenty-three.

ADRIAN 
I have a pair with me in my knapsack. May I come in? 
I'll show you how to put them on again, for a small 
donation to the Chabad I represent.

(Andrew slams the door again. He walks 
away, the phone rings. He turns around 
and opens the door.)

(Adrian's lost the yarmulke.)

ANDREW 
Yes?

ADRIAN 
Have you found the Lord, Jesus Christ?

ANDREW 
This again?

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
I've been looking all over but he hasn't turned up yet. 
Should I check under the couch? Dust bunnies, Easter 
bunny, same difference, right?

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
No, not yet. What denomination might you be?

ADRIAN 
I'm Protestant.

(The phone rings.)
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ADRIAN 
I'm Baptist.

(The phone rings.)

ADRIAN 
I'm Southern Baptist.

(The phone rings.)

ADRIAN 
I'm non-denominational.

ANDREW 
How does that work?

(The phone rings.)

ADRIAN 
We believe that it doesn't matter how you worship, so 
long as you worship with all of your heart.

(The phone rings.)

ANDREW 
So long as it's Jesus you're worshiping, right?

(The phone rings.)

ADRIAN 
Well, yes, we do believe that salvation can only be 
achieved through God's son...

(The phone rings.)

ADRIAN 
I'm sorry. Are you going to answer that?

ANDREW 
Uhm, yeah, sure.

(The phone rings. Andrew goes over to 
the phone and picks it up.)

ANDREW 
Hello?

JESUS 
(voice-over) 

Hey, Andrew? It's Jesus. Mah nishma, kha-bee-bee?
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ANDREW 
Excuse me? Who is this?

JESUS 
(voice-over) 

It's Jesus, bro. You gonna let my messenger in or what?
ANDREW 

(as much to the phone as to Adrian) 
Look, I don't know what kind of scam this is but I'm 
not buying. You can't make people believe in 
you...er...in Jesus...by harassing them while they're 
trying to play video games or through persistently 
knocking on their doors or crank-calling them. How 
about you let me live my life and I let you live yours 
without trying to get you to eat in a sukkah or buy a 
tree in Israel?

JESUS 
(voice-over) 

Huh. Can you put Adrian on the phone a second?
ANDREW 

Uhm..uh...(sigh) yeah, okay.
(Andrew walks over to Adrian and tries 
to hand the phone over.)

ANDREW 
He says he wants to talk to you.

ADRIAN 
Who is it?

ANDREW 
He says he's Jesus.

ADRIAN 
What?

ANDREW 
Just talk to him.

(Adrian, with skepticism on his face, 
takes the phone from Andrew and puts it 
to his ear.)

ADRIAN 
Heh...Hello?
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JESUS 
(voice-over) 

Hey, Adrian, man. You're doing a great job, spreading 
the gospel and everything, but you should probably 
leave this Andrew guy alone.

ADRIAN 
Jesus?

JESUS 
(voice-over) 

Yeah, dude. One and the same.
ADRIAN 

You want me to just give up on him?
JESUS 

(voice-over) 
Yeah, man, like: "Do unto others..." and what have you. 
Let this be man, move onto the next. He's been a pretty 
patient dude, considering.

ADRIAN 
Well, uh, okay then. Thanks for, uh, the direction. 
Bye...Jesus.

JESUS 
(voice-over) 

Take care and God bless, Adrian.
(The line goes dead. Adrian hands the 
phone back to Andrew.)

ANDREW 
Everything all right?

ADRIAN 
(nonplussed) 

Yeah, great, thanks. Listen, sorry to disturb you. I'll 
just be going now. Thanks for, uh, letting me use your 
phone.

ANDREW 
No problem. Good luck...I guess.

ADRIAN 
Thanks. Thanks much.

(Andrew closes the door. He sits on the 
couch and continues his game as the 
LIGHTS FADE to BLACK. END.)


	(ANDREW, wearing jeans and a t-shirt, sits upon the couch, playing a game via a wireless controller. There is a knock on the door. Andrew pauses the game and answers the door. ADRIAN, wearing a short sleeve plaid shirt and shorts and wearing a backpack, stands there holding fliers.)
	Yes?
	Hey, man, I'm Adrian. I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. I'm just here to invite you to a play we're putting up.

	(mid-closing the door) 
	Thanks, but I'm not interested. 
	Hey man, it's free.

	(attempting to close the door again) 
	I'm aware of that, and what your organization's about. I've seen your fliers around before. I'm not interested, thanks.
	Hey bro. (with absolute conviction) Do you believe in Jesus, bro?
	Nope. Bye.

	(Andrew closes the door, begins to head back to the couch. The phone rings. Andrew does an about-face and opens the door.)
	Yes?
	Hey man, I'm Adrian, I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. We're having a free play tonight.

	(He hands Andrew a flier.)
	Thanks.
	What's your name, bro?
	Andrew.
	Yo Andrew. You believe in Jesus, bro?
	Yep.
	Oh cool, see you there.

	(Andrew closes the door, crumples the flier, and tosses it OFFSTAGE.)
	(walking back to the couch) 
	Not fucking likely.

	(The phone rings again. Andrew returns to the door.)
	Yes?
	Hey man, I'm Adrian, I'm with The Carpenter's Crib. We're having a free play tonight. You believe in Jesus, bro?
	Yes, I'm Catholic.

	(The phone rings.)
	No, I'm Buddhist.

	(The phone rings.)
	Yes, I'm LDS. What do you know of Joseph Smith?

	(The phone rings.)
	No, I'm pagan. Are you familiar of the Mother Goddess?

	(The phone rings.)
	Yes, though I'm Muslim, so not like you believe in him.

	(The phone rings.)
	No, I'm Jewish. Thanks though, have a good day...I hope you have a lot of...success; with the proselytizing...and whatnot.

	(Andrew begins to close the door.)
	You are? Hey bro, how come you don't believe in your Messiah, bro?
	Because he's not my Messiah. He's your Messiah.
	No man, the Bible says straight out: he's the Messiah, dude. King of the Jews.
	No. Your Bible says he's the Messiah. Mine says no such thing.
	Dude. There's only one Bible, bro.
	Actually, if you want to get technical about it, there's billions of bibles. "Bible" means "book." That's why "library" in Latin-based languages is "biblioteca." But per the religious connotation, there's actually a great distinction between the Christian Bible and the Hebrew Bible. The Christian Bible includes what you'd refer to as "The New Testament" and the Hebrew does not.
	Why not, bro?
	Because Jews don't consider it to be divinely written.
	But you think the Old Testament is?

	(beat, a bit annoyed) 
	Some denominations do. Some don't. There's quite a lot of different perspectives, just like in Christianity. (beat) Except without the Jesus part.
	Oh. So how do you get saved, bro, without Jesus?
	Well...uh...Judaism doesn't really have a system of belief wherein, uh, one would need "salvation." We don't believe in "original sin."
	But that's in the Old Testament.
	The Hebrew Bible.
	Huh?
	The Hebrew Bible. The term "The Old Testament" is offensive, it denotes that our Bible's out-dated and needs a replacement.
	Oh, sorry. Well, the story about Eve eating the apple, that's in that one, man.
	Well, our version doesn't define the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil as an apple. That's actually, like, the one fruit our exegesis doesn't suggest it might be. But that's beside the point. Judaism doesn't believe in the concept implied in "original sin." Man and woman were both cursed; see, Adam actually ate from the fruit too; and kicked out of the garden but that was it. The curse continues in perpetuity in that we're not immortal and we have to work for our food and women cleave to their men and have to endure the pains of pregnancy and childbirth, but our souls were unaffected. Hence, we don't have a need to be "saved," as you put it. That is, of course, unless you take the Bible stories literally, which practically no denomination in Judaism does.
	Whoa, dude. You, like, know a lot about the Bible, man.
	Yeah man, you, like, totally knocked on the wrong door. Now if you don't mind, I'd like to go back to my video game.
	So, are you gonna come to the play or not bro? The pastor would love to talk to you...

	(Andrew begins to close the door but the phone rings. He swings the door open completely.)
	So you're fine with just going to Hell?
	Yep.

	(The phone rings.)
	Depends. Are we there right now?

	(The phone rings.)
	(sighs) 
	Jews don't believe in Hell.
	Yeah, you do. You guys call it Gehenna.
	Gehenim. We call is Gehenim. "Gehenna" is a Latinization of the word, although the very concept of "Hell" may actually have been introduced into Judaism through the Hellenist Movement, which is sort of ironic now that I think about it. You know..."Hell"..."Hellenist"? (beat) Forget it. Here's the thing: if I don't believe in Jesus how can it possibly be the same Hell as yours?
	There are different Hells?
	Well, Judaic Hell has many levels, including one of ice, according to some traditions. But it's not eternal damnation, it has a maximum term of eleven months. And it isn't a punishment, it's more like a baptism, a purification.
	So what happens afterward?
	There are varying opinions. Some think you go to Heaven, or Shamayim, afterward. Some think you get reincarnated. Others think you get a Hell then reincarnation, since only a small percentage of souls get into Heaven at all, considering most of us don't fulfill our missions. Still others think there is no Heaven, we just reincorporate into the Godhead.
	Whoa. So what do you believe?
	That's a very good question.

	(There's a pause. Andrew makes no sign at all of answering the question.)
	It's kind of confusing, bro. It just leaves you asking more questions.
	You don't know the half of it. Welcome to Judaism. Now, I could probably continue the lecture but I've got a video game running and it's not going to play itself. Good luck with the play.
	Hey, thanks, bro.

	(Andrew closes the door. He lackadaisically ambles over to the couch, drinks a few chugs of his drink, then continues the game. He plays very briefly before the phone rings. There is a knock on the door. Andrew pauses the game and opens the door.)
	(Adrian is now dressed in a white short-sleeve shirt with a black tie, black trousers, and wears a bike helmet.)
	Yes?
	Hi, I'm Adrian. Do you have a few minutes to talk about the Church of the Latter-Day Saints?

	(Andrew slams the door in Adrian's face. The phone rings. Andrew opens the door again.)
	Yes?
	Hi, I'm Adrian. Do you have a few minutes to talk about the Church of the Latter-Day Saints?
	No, sorry: I couldn't even make it through a yawn without a cup of coffee in me.

	(The phone rings.)
	Sorry, no: I'm allergic to magic underwear.

	(The phone rings.)
	No, sorry: I believe women should have equal rights to men.

	(The phone rings.)
	Sorry, no: my religion's got some wacky beliefs about the afterlife, but yours takes the cake.

	(The phone rings.)
	I'm kind of in the middle of something.
	Oh, this won't take long. What do you know of Joseph Smith?

	(beat, incredulous) 
	That I don't believe a word he had to say.
	Oh, that's a shame. Do you go to church?

	(annoyed) 
	No, I go to synagogue.
	What's that? Is that the name of a church?

	(in disbelief) 
	No, that's a Hebrew place of worship. You know, where Jesus would have gone to pray? I'm Jewish.

	(shocked) 
	You're a...you're a...you're a...
	Jew. Yes. (deadpan) Oogity boogity.

	(Andrew slams the door shut, begins to walk away. The phone rings again. He turns and opens the door.)
	(Adrian's lost the bike helmet, now wears a suit jacket and a yarmulke.)
	Hello. Are you Jewish?
	Uhm...uh, yes, actually.
	Oh good. Buh-rukh dah-yin em-ess. Have you put on tefillin today?
	No, uh, not since I was, like, twenty-three.
	I have a pair with me in my knapsack. May I come in? I'll show you how to put them on again, for a small donation to the Chabad I represent.

	(Andrew slams the door again. He walks away, the phone rings. He turns around and opens the door.)
	(Adrian's lost the yarmulke.)
	Yes?
	Have you found the Lord, Jesus Christ?
	This again?

	(The phone rings.)
	I've been looking all over but he hasn't turned up yet. Should I check under the couch? Dust bunnies, Easter bunny, same difference, right?

	(The phone rings.)
	No, not yet. What denomination might you be?
	I'm Protestant.

	(The phone rings.)
	I'm Baptist.

	(The phone rings.)
	I'm Southern Baptist.

	(The phone rings.)
	I'm non-denominational.
	How does that work?

	(The phone rings.)
	We believe that it doesn't matter how you worship, so long as you worship with all of your heart.

	(The phone rings.)
	So long as it's Jesus you're worshiping, right?

	(The phone rings.)
	Well, yes, we do believe that salvation can only be achieved through God's son...

	(The phone rings.)
	I'm sorry. Are you going to answer that?
	Uhm, yeah, sure.

	(The phone rings. Andrew goes over to the phone and picks it up.)
	Hello?

	(voice-over) 
	Hey, Andrew? It's Jesus. Mah nishma, kha-bee-bee?
	Excuse me? Who is this?

	(voice-over) 
	It's Jesus, bro. You gonna let my messenger in or what?

	(as much to the phone as to Adrian) 
	Look, I don't know what kind of scam this is but I'm not buying. You can't make people believe in you...er...in Jesus...by harassing them while they're trying to play video games or through persistently knocking on their doors or crank-calling them. How about you let me live my life and I let you live yours without trying to get you to eat in a sukkah or buy a tree in Israel?

	(voice-over) 
	Huh. Can you put Adrian on the phone a second?
	Uhm..uh...(sigh) yeah, okay.

	(Andrew walks over to Adrian and tries to hand the phone over.)
	He says he wants to talk to you.
	Who is it?
	He says he's Jesus.
	What?
	Just talk to him.

	(Adrian, with skepticism on his face, takes the phone from Andrew and puts it to his ear.)
	Heh...Hello?

	(voice-over) 
	Hey, Adrian, man. You're doing a great job, spreading the gospel and everything, but you should probably leave this Andrew guy alone.
	Jesus?

	(voice-over) 
	Yeah, dude. One and the same.
	You want me to just give up on him?

	(voice-over) 
	Yeah, man, like: "Do unto others..." and what have you. Let this be man, move onto the next. He's been a pretty patient dude, considering.
	Well, uh, okay then. Thanks for, uh, the direction. Bye...Jesus.

	(voice-over) 
	Take care and God bless, Adrian.

	(The line goes dead. Adrian hands the phone back to Andrew.)
	Everything all right?

	(nonplussed) 
	Yeah, great, thanks. Listen, sorry to disturb you. I'll just be going now. Thanks for, uh, letting me use your phone.
	No problem. Good luck...I guess.
	Thanks. Thanks much.

	(Andrew closes the door. He sits on the couch and continues his game as the LIGHTS FADE to BLACK. END.)

